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GENESIS XVII. 19. 


For I KNOW HIM, THAT HE WILL COMMAND 
HIS CHILDREN AND HIS HOUSHOLD AFTER 
HIM, AND THEY SHALL KEEP THE WAY 
oF THE LORD, To Do jusTICE AND 
JUDGEMENT; THAT THE LORD mar 
BRING UPON ABRAHAM THAT WHICH HE 
HATH SPOKEN OF HIM. 


HE hiſtory of the patriarch Apr a- 
HAM, recorded in the holy ſcrip- 
tures, contains a variety of un- 
common and inſtructive incidents. 
To delineate the amiable excel- 
* lencies, which adorn and dignify 

his — in their juſt lights and full propor- 
tions, would far exceed the bounds aſſigned the 

preſent ſervice. And ſuch diſtinèt and copious 
illuſtrations of this ſubject, are unneceſſary, be- 
cauſe a brief and comprehenſive review of the prin- 
cipal evidences of his genuine piety and virtuous 
conduct, will be ſufficient to recommend him to our 
affectionate eſteem and imitation, 

From the infallible regiſters of ſacred and eter- 
nal truth, we learn that the moſt high GOD, at 

A 2 different 
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different ſeaſons, condeſcended to honour him, with 
illuſtrious appearances of the divine glory, and 
eminent communications of divine wiſdom and 
gogdnels.: The narrative, of which our text is a 
art, informs us, that, by the miniſtry of angels, 
he obtained a moſt ſignal teſtimony of endearing 
intercourſe and friendſhip. * By- means of this 
ennobling correſpondence, he was certified, in a 
more explicite and determinate manner,—that the 
fon and heir of the promiſe, that peculiar object of 
his elevated and delightful expectation, ſhould be 
born before the period of the revolving year.“ 
That the heavenly viſitants who converſed with 
ABRAHAM, in the habit and appearance of men, 
with familiar and obliging freedom, were attended 
during this interview, with ſome remarkable ſym- 
bol o divine majeſty, is no improbable or pre- 
carious conjecture. From the manifeſtation exhi- 
bited, whatever was it's diſtinguiſhing form, or 
from ſome immediate internal impulſe, he derived 
a rational conviction—that Jexovan himſelf was 
peculiarly preſent. And, - perhaps, one of the 
angels, gradually diſtinguiſhed by ſuperior radi- 
ancy, and more auguſt aſpect, was ſpecially dele- 
ated and authorized to ſignify the divine pleaſure 


— that the veracity and faithfulneſs of GOD were 


evidently engaged, for. the complete accompliſh- 
ment of the gracious declaration and promiſe. © 
Before the concluſion of this extraordinary ſcene, 
the pious patriarch received an important ſpecimen 
of condeſcenſion and goodneſs. , The great and 
bleſſed GOD, who had already eſtabliſhed his 
confidence and animated his hopes, by the ſtipu- 
lations of a gracious covenant, under the ſolemn 
ſanctions of an inviolable promiſe; * now deter- 
mined to explain to him, the reaſons of thoſe 
2 d tremendous 
Verſes 2—5. 1 d Verſe 10. 


< ©: Veſts 10, 13,14, 17, de, 22. * xvid, 4—8. 
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tremendous extirpating judgments, which were 
deſigned for Sopou and GoMorRan, The fla- 
grant unnatural luſts, and moſt deteſtable impuri- 
ties, which abounded among their inhabitants, 
proclaimed infulting defiance to the holineſs and 
reſentment of the fupreme governor of the world. 
The aggravated crimes of theſe incorrigible delin- 
quents, rendered it neceſſary, in the ſcheme of rec- 
toral wiſdom and equity, that ſcenes of overwhelm- 
ing terror and delolation ſhould demonſtrate his 
righteous diſpleaſure, By communicating to A- 
BRAHAM, this prior notice of waſteful and irretri& 
vable deſtruction, GOD gave him a freſh proof 
of ſpecial regard. It was a meaſure of divine wiſ- 
dom, perfectly agreeable to former indications of 
diſtinguiſhing mercy, and had a maniteſt tendency 
to fix the deepeſt moral impreſſions, and produce 
the moſt ſalutary and laſting effects. 

The true conſtruction and import of the ſcrip- 
ture-account of this proceeding, may be thus 
connected and illuſtrated. © I will not conceal 
from ABRanam, the moral foundation of that 
righteous ſentence I intend to execute upon the 
moſt diſſolute and hardened tranſgreſſors. I have 
already indulged him in numerous inſtances of my 
condeſcenſion and favor. Bleſſings of ſuperior 
excellence, purſuant to my promiſe, I have in re- 
ſerve for him. His race will be multiplied exceed- 
ingly... From his offspring, yet unborn, in a lineal 
deſcent, will the Saviour of the world proceed; in 
-whom all the families of the earth ſhall be eminent- 
ly bleſſed. But the completion of this ſcheme, 
eventually depends upon AkRAHAu's integrity and 
zeal, in executing the functions of a religious and 
faithful parent and maſter, in his family. And-T 
know him,—that he will diligently exert theſe ex- 
cellent qualities, in inſtructing his children and ſer- 
vants. It will be the principal object of his conſtant 

attention 
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attention and care, to propagate among them, the 
knowledge and profeſſion of true religion, and the 
practice of univerſal righteouſneſs. His deſcen- 
dants, inſtructed by his precepts and formed by his 
example, I have choſen to be the depoſitaries of my 
truth and promiſes, and the inſtruments of con- 
veying them, through the ſucceſſive periods of 
many ages, to diſtant futurity. Their continuing 
my viſible church hath a neceſſary connexion with 
the inviolable truth of my promiſes, and will be a 
public undoubted pledge, that every other predic- 
tion concerning them, will be exactly fulfilled in 
due ſeaſon. For ABRAHAM'S piety and virtue will 
be inſtrumental to ſecure and perpetuate the profeſ- 
fion of true religion in his family; and lay a ſure 
foundation for accompliſhing all the promiſes 1 
have given him.” 

Hence it appears—that, by virtue of GOD's 
conſtitution, concurrence and bleſſing; and, by 
practiſing upon a well- adapted plan of religious 
tuition and diſcipline, the family of ABRAHAM was 
ordained to be a preſervatory of true religion, and 
a ſeminary of perſonal and ſocial virtue; amidſt the 
ſpreading corruptions of idolatry, ſuperſtition and 
wickedneſs in the nations around it. 

The certainty of this obſervation will appear 
with more ſtriking evidence if we £2 

I. Enquire into the character of ABRAHam, as ex- 
emplifying the eſſential principles and correſpon- 
dent practice of true religion and virtue. 

II. Conſider the faithful and zealous care he was 
obliged to exert, in the inſtruction of his children, 
and other branches of his domeſtic charge. 

III. Repreſent, that his integrity and diligence, 
in this important province, would operate as a ſuc- 
ceſsful means of ſecuring and tranſmitting to his de- 
ſcendants, the bleſſings GOD had promiſed. 
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If we carefully attend to the ſcripture- evidences 
and illuſtrations of theſe remarks, a proper prepa- 
ration will be made for applying them to the pur- 
_ poles of the preſent occaſion. 

I. We are to enquire into the character of A- 
BRAHAM, as exemplitying the eſſential principles 
and correſpondent practice of true religion and 
virtue. | 

To diſcharge the duties of a wife and faithful 
parent and maſter, with propriety and effect, his 
firſt concern would naturally be—to inſtil thoſe 
excellent ſentiments of piety and rectitude of be- 
haviour, which he had already acquired—To de- 

lineate, in his own conduct, the inſtructions he 
gave in charge to his attentive dependents; that, 
by the happy influence of judicious precepts, and 
the ſtrong attractions and energy of an amiable 

attern, their tender and diſciplined minds, might 
be gradually and habitually formed to a religious 
and moral temper. Our idea of moral excellence 
and intrinſic worthineſs, in an intelligent and ac- 
countable being, ſhould be regularly deduced, 
from the proofs he exhibits, of his poſſeſſing reli- 
gious and virtuous qualities, in a degree propor- 
tioned to his capacities and relative connexions. 
By a candid regard to this rule, let our judgment 
be impartially given, upon the character before us. 
A true eſtimate may be made, 

1. By tracing out the eſſential principles of his 
faith and the objects of his expectations. 

2. By examining the profeſſion of religion in 
which he engaged. 

3. By diſplaying the genuine influence of his re- 
ligious ſentiments and profeſſions on the purity of 
his morals, exemplified by his ſteady attachment 
to the obligations of perſonal and relative virtue. 

1. With regard to the eſſential principles of 
ABRAHAM'S faith and the objects of his expecta- 
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tions, we may obſerve that the rational and religi- 
ous truths which he believed, were the primary 
and chief ſources of his pious and virtuous diſpoſi- 
tions; while the reviving proſpects which elevated 
and warmed his affections, imparted vigor and 
energy to his heart, and became the animating 
ſprings of firmneſs, fortitude and perſeverance. 
The principles and maxims of truth he embraced, 
will be allowed to be certain and important, if we 
reflect that the eternal - exiſtence, infinite perfec- 
tion, abſolute ſupremacy, invariable rectitude, and 
conſummate goodneſs; the moral government and 
righteous providence of the one TRUE GOD, 
were the fundamental articles of his faich. What-_ 
ever were the prevailing ſentiments of- the people, 
among whom he was &ducated or occaſionally ſo- 
journed; amidſt the depraved and debaſing ſuper- 
ſtitions of polytheiſm, and abominable corruptions 
of idolatry, every part of his religious deport- 
ment declared him a ſteady and conſiſtent believer 
in ove GOD. To whom, as the original and 
ſole poſſeſſor of divine excellence and ſupreme dig- 
nity, he was entirely devoted. To him he aſcrib- 
ed all the effential glories of perfect intelligence, 
unbounded preſence, almighty agency, univerſal 
inſpection, together with all the moral qualities, 
of untainted purity, immutable rectitude and moſt 
diffuſive benevolence, which reaſon can aſcertain 
and revelation improve. His faith reſpected 
G OD, as the creator, poſſeſſor and governor of 
heaven and earth. f In theſe ſublime characters, 
a perſuaſion of a moral and righteous providence is 
neceſſarily included; that is, a perſuaſton, that the 
_ exiſtence, capacities and ſituations of all his reaſon- 

able creatures, and all occurrences relative to their 
ſubſiſtence, protection and happineſs, are always 
ir . | the 
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the objects of divine inſpection, and abſolutely ſub- 
jected to his all- controlling diſpoſals. 5 
The author of the epiſtle to the HRBREWS, de- 
ſcribes the faith of ABRAHAM and the other vene- 
rable perſonages he celebrates, in language ſtrongly 
expreſſive of their habitual conviction of the being 
and providence of G OD, as the rewarder of them, 
who diligently ſeek him. > And, from the im- 
portunate interceſſion of ABRA HAM, in behalf of 
Sovom, to avert, if it were poſſible, the threaten- 
ed effuſion of divine vengeance, we may be juſtified 
in aſſerting, that his heart was full of this juſt and 
amiable ſentiment, that the adminiſtrations 
of divine providence were perfectly wile, equitable 
and benevolent.” “! | = 
Connected with theſe rational and honourable 
apprehenſions of G O D, and his providence as ex- 
erted in the protection of the righteous, and puniſh- 
ing the wicked, were the convictions he retained of 
the eſſential difference, and immutable nature of 
moral good and evil. How clear and impreſſing 
muſt be his perceptions—that righteouſneſs, the 
exacteſt image of GO D's moral perfections, was 
the moſt ſplendid ornament and glory of human 
nature; the primary foundation and firmeſt pillar of 
moral excellency, and the ſublime end of religious 
profeſſion, —His convictions, that ſuperſtition and 
idolatry were abſolutely repugnant to the genuine 
idea of ONE TRUE G OD, could not be more cer- 
tain and forcible; than that the hateful characters 
of immoral indulgences and habits, were unavoi- 
dably deſtructive of human perfection and rational 
happineſs. | | = 
By the united evidence of reaſon and revelation, 
and invirtue of his believing a righteous ſupremacy, 
and moral providence regulated by an invariable 
x regard 


4 xviii. 25. b Hes. xi. 6; 
GIN. xviil. 23—25. 
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regard to the natures, relations, and conſequences, 
of moral principles and actions, he was perſuaded 
of the reality and certainty of a future ſtate. He 
cheriſhed the lively hopes of immortal happineſs, 
which the promiſes of GO D's covenant diſplayed ; 
theſe ſcenes of immortal happineſs, he expected as the 
bliſsful reſult of divine grace,and thereward of apporv- 
ed piety and perſevering virtue. By confeſſing him- 
ſelf a ſtranger and pilgrim upon earth, and aſpiring 
after the refreſhing bleſſings of a heavenly country, 
it was evident, that his proſpects were not confined 
within the fluctuating and tranſitory ſcenes of 
mortal lite ; the place of fixed ſettlement and final 
undiſturbed repoſe, he did not expect, till he ob- 
tained admiſſion into that city, which G OD had 
erected upon immutable and everlaſting founda- 
tions. © 
Should enquiry be made “ Whence were theſe 
important principles of faith, and theſe illuſtrious 
and animating hopes derived?” The anſwer is ob- 
vious ; for, beſides the notices and convictions of na- 
tural reaſon and conſcience, by the gracious indul- 
gence of that propitious GOD, in whom he be- 
lieved, and to whoſe commands his heart was de- 
voted, he poſſeſſed the ſublime advantages of ſu- 
pernatural revelation. Theſe plentiful ſources of 
light and truth were ſufficient to repleniſh his under- 
ſtanding with all the eſſential principles of pure 
and practical religion; while the brightening prol- 
pects of the favour of GOD, and immortal feli- 
city, ariſing from the ſpecial promiſes of an ever- 
laſting. covenant, elevated his heart and deſires 
far above the dangerous attractions of earthly 
happinels. 

May I be permitted to add? That the grace of 
GOD exhibited to his mind, on ſome unknown oc- 
caſion, ſuch a viſionary exhilarating ſcene, of the 

coming 
* Hes, xi, 13—16. 
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coming of the Mzss1an, as created new objects of 
reviving delight and expectation. This glorious 
repreſentation, the high-tavoured friend of GOD 
beheld, with rapturous gratitude and exulting joy. 
From this view of ArRAHAu's faith and hopes, 
the tranſition is natural and eaſy to an exact 
ſurvey of 
2. The profeſſion of religion in which he en- 
gaged. 
This was formed and conducted in perfect con- 
ſiſtence, connexion and harmony, with the princi- 
les of rational and divine faith he embraced; and 
with his expectations of happineſs aſcertained and in- 
vigorated by the ſpecial providence and promiſes of 
GOD. Let our attention be fixed on him as ex- 
preſſing his public acknowledgments of GOD, and 
employed in the exerciſes of his ſolemn worſhip. 
With pleaſing admiration we may behold the ex- 
ternal teſtimonies of inward vital piety and devo- 
tion, uniformly reſtricted and appropriated to 
Ixnovan, the onLY true and ſupreme GOD. ® 
He was the ſole object of his higheſt homage, pro- 
found veneration and abſolute dependence, exclu- 
ſively of all rivals and competitors. This undiver- 
ted attachment, this unalienated adherence to the 
worſhip of Jexovan, in oppoſition to many allur- 
ing temptations, muſt certainly reflect upon his re- 
ligious character, a peculiar luſtre of glory and 
honour. He drew his infant breath, had his edu- 
cation, and, perhaps, paſſed the firſt ſeventy years of 
his life among the CyHaLDeans; a people, deeply 
tainted with the infamous pollutions of idolatry. | 
From theſe defilements, his anceſtors, ' Nanor and 
TrRan, were not exempted; for the ſcripture ex- 
preſsly declares, that Trey ſerved other GO DS. * 
How far any tincture of ſuperſtition derived from 
| B 2 theſe 
1 Joux viii. 56. m GEN. Xu, 7, 8. Xill. 4. xv. 6, 
Josh. xxiv. 2, 15. 


12 The Connexion and Harmony 


theſe corrupt maxims and evil examples, might 
affect the patriarch's heart, in the ſeaſons of early 
life, we cannot determine: * But, we certainly 
know, that the mercy of GOD interpoſed, for his 
deliverance from the threatening ſnares of this dan- 
gerous ſituation. The G OD of glory appeared to 
him, and commanded him to depart from a coun- 
try overſpread with the pollutions of idols; to ſeek 
out a reſidence, under the unerring direction of his 
G OD, that would be more favourable to his piety 
and devotion; and where he might maintain his de- 
votedneſs to the worſhip of the true G OD, ſincere 
and uncorrupted. * 

With what chearful readineſs did he obey the 
ſolemn call of GOD, on this important occaſion ? 
He inſtantly reſolved to leave the land of his nati- 
vity;—to ſeparate himſelf from every idolatrous 
ſociety, with whom he had any political or family 
connexion ;—and undertake a journey to regions 
far diſtant and unknown. With unreluctant de- 
voted heart, and unſhaken dependence, he followed 
the dictates of divine wiſdom, as the only ſure and 
infallible guide: ? How delightful the proſpect 
which is here opened to the view of every religious 
and upright mind! Behold the obedient patriarch 

| goeth 


* Evuss81vs, in celebrating the eminent virtues of Agr A- 
HAM, obſerves to his honour, Tarpoxs , amSas d c α,ẽ,Q 
nas, a4 TAGﬀvns Crov TROTEPAS, ec S's Toy Beov £771 r ον οS:Ʒe n- 
gaz—that * he renounced the ſuperſtitions and errors in which 
he had been educated, and openly acknowledged the ones su- 
PREME G OD.” Hiſtor. Eccles. book ii. chapter 4. 

The learned Dx. SyvcxrorD hath given it, as his opinion, 
„that the CHaLDEANSs were ſo zealous in their errors, even in 
ABRAHAM's days, that they expelled him their country for his 
diſſenting from them”—Connexion &c. Vol. 1. book iv. 
page 281. Thus early did flaming bigotry, and the outrages of 
perſecution, armed with ſecular authority, oppoſe the dictates 
of conſcience in thoſe, who refuſed conformity to popular prejudi- 
ces and national eſtabliſhments. 

» GEN. xii. 13, © Verſes 4—7. 

R ACTS viii. 2-5. HEB, Xi. 8. | 
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goeth forth, not terrified at the ſcenes that might dar- 
ken his hopes, or obſtruct his progreſs, but calmly 
reſigned to the will and pleaſure of GOD! * Be- 
hold, how he expreſſes a chearful confidence in the di- 
vine veracity and fidelity! Almighty power is his 
ſheltering guard; infallible wiſdom his certain guide; 
immenſe and overflowing goodneſs the ſource of his 
hopes! Thus encircled and ſupported, how ſerene and 
comfortable his expectations, from the guardian pre- 
ſence, the unwearied care, and enlivening promiſes 
of his all- ſupporting friend and moſt generous bene- 
factor! How ſtrong his faith, and how cheering his 
hopes, excited and maintained by everlaſting truth 
and goodneſs ! rationally perſuaded, that theſe could 
never miſlead his ſteps, or diſappoint his expecta- 
tions. In every ſituation, during his progreſs, 
where his reſidence was either (tated or occaſional, 
he gives undeniable inſtructive evidence to his fa- 
mily, and the obſerving world, that he was ſepa- 
rated from all the corrupt uſages of idolatrous and 
ſuperſtitious worſhip; and, that to the ons TRUE 
GOD his religious devotedneſs was entirely con- 
fined, and all the various exerciſes and ſolemnities, 
of rational and revealed worſhip, uniformly addreſ- 
ſed. 1 See altars are erected, ſacrifices offered, and 
domeſtic and public invocations and thankſgivings 
preſented to Fo HOVAH, the moſt high and ever- 
laſting GOD.“ | 
By circumciſion, a religious rite founded on 
divine inſtitution, the patriarch, his children and 
the ſervants of his numerous family, are ſo- 
lemnly 
@ «© With what faith, 
He leaves his gods, his friends, and native ſoil 
Ur of CHAaLDEa, paſſing now the ford 
To Hakan, after him a cumb'rous train 
Of herds and flocks, and numerous ſervitude. 
Not wand”ring poor, but truſting all his wealth 
With GOD, who call'd him, in a land unknown. 


MiL rox. Parad. loſt. Book xil, 
* Gen. xii, 8. 7 Xill, 18, Xiv. 22. 
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lemnly devoted to G OD, and conſecrated to 
the profeſſion of true religion. * The conſcientious 
obſervance of this ritual, was a proper emblem 
and pledge of his abſolute obedience to that G OD, 
who had engaged by covenant, to be a GOD to 
him and his feed after him; the only object of their 
adorations; their protecting ſhield of defence and 
exceeding great reward.* By this ſacred cere- 
mony, he ſeems to be pointed out to public atten- 
tion, as the ſelected and deſtined inſtrument of 
providence, of reſtoring and republiſhing original 
and genuine piety, thoroughly retormed trom the 
corrupt mixtures, and debaſing innovations of de- 
ſigning and deluded men;—as a faithful ſervant of 
the true G OD, unalterably determined in his own 
mind, and indilpenlably obliged by the awful ſanc- 
tions of his everlaſting covenant, to proteſt againſt 
aſſuming dominion over conſcience, and renounce 
all religious connexion and communion with the 
trons and abettors of ſuperſtition and idolatry. 
As the exerciſes of devotion, by prayer and thankſ- 
giving, in his family, were authentic expreſſions of 
natural homage ; ſo the exact conformity he main- 
tained to the poſitive inſtitutions of ſacrifice and cir- 
cumcifion, demonſtrated his perfect acquieſcence, 
and grateful ſubmiſſion to the authority and obli- 
gations of revealed religion. But I forbear to ex- 

patiate on this copious and pleaſing theme 
From this connected ſurvey of ABRAH Ans religious 
character, we may juſtly conclude that his mind was 
happily detached from the vagrant deluſions and 
fables of ſuperſtition, and the wild ſallies of enthu- 
ſiaſm ;—that his piety was raiſed on the ſolid foun- 
dations of reaſon, wiſdom, moral truth, and di- 
vine appointment; his devotion elevated and 
fervent, but regular and uniform;—and his grati- 
tude to the great GOD, for the bleſſings of his 
guardian 
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guardian protection, and the promiſes of his rich over- 
flowing grace, conſtant, and eminently illuſtrious. 

Upon the foundations of religion and virtue, fo 
deeply and judiciouſly laid, what an amiable ſuper- 
ſtructure of ſubſtantial and eminent virtue may 
be juſtly expected to ariſe? 

Let us extend our views and 

3. Attempt to diſplay the genuine influence of 
ABRAHAM'S religious ſentiments and profeſſions, 
on the purity of h's morals, exemplited by his 
ſteady attachment to the obligations of perſonal 
and relative virtue. If his behaviour in the con- 
cerns of private and public life be delineated, theſe 
convictions will be ſuggeſted that the principles 
of his faith, and the objects of his hope, ſupport- 
ed and enforced by the motives and ſanctions of 
religion, exerted their united and vital operation aud 
influence, upon his moral affections. 

From the authentic evidence of particular facts, and 
the general tenor of his life; — from a regard to the fa- 
vourable notices and repeated promiſes, the gracious 
approbation and acceptance of arighteous G OD, and 
his final admiſſion into the happineſs of an eternal 
world, this concluſion ſeems to be reaſonably deduced; 
—that the ſeeds and principles of purity and tempe- 
rance, juſtice and humanity, meekneſs and be- 
nevolence, were deeply rooted in his heart, and pro- 

_ duced their genuine and amiable fruits in his lik 
that a ſupreme habitual love to G OD, teſtified by 
a firm dependence on his truth and promiſes, by 
chearful reſignation to his will, and ſteady obedience 
to his commands, reflected a diſtinguiſhed luſtre 
on his moral character; u while his fixed regards 
to the dignity of human nature, the rights of ſo- 
ciety, and the real happineſs of his fellow-creatures, 
and more eſpecially 9 his family, exerted them- 
ſelves as eminent and prevailing ſprings of action. 


By 
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By aſcribing theſe excellent qualities to the vene- 
rable patriarch, I do not apprehend, that we are 
obliged to vindicate his moral conduct, in every 

articular, as perfectly blameleſs and unexceptiona- 
ble. We allow no abſolutely complete character of 
unſullied innocence and integrity, to have ever ap- 

eared upon the ſtage of mortal life, that of the 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled and all- accompliſhed Son 
of G OD, only excepted. E: 

Unbelievers, with vain pretences to ſuperior ſa- 
gacity and judgement, have, indeed, been ready 
to except to ſome pallages in ABRAHam's life, as 
criminal deviations from the immutable rule of 
truth, rectitude and mercy : But their inahility to 
produce a character among the ancient heathens, or 
themſelves, or any of their modern favourites, in all 
reſpects, as to the ornaments of religion and virtue, 
equally eminent and worthy, ſhould, one would 
think, conſtrain them, in point of prudence and 
modeſty, to forbear their indecent inſults. Wav- 
ing, therefore, all farther remarks, by way of re- 
prizal for their ſevere abulive treatment of divine 
revelation and it's friends I beg leave to obſerve— 
that candid allowances, for the temptations and in- 
firmities incident to a probationary ſtate, ought to 
be made ;—that the frailties of animal nature, 
which are conſiſtent with habitual integrity, and a 
prevailing love to GOD and holineſs, ſhould nor 
be exceſſively aggravated, but have the favour of 
an equitable, gentle and generous conſtruction 
that the general ſtate of the world in ABRAHAu's 
time, and the imperfect diſpenſation he lived under ; 


and, finally, the teſtimony of GOD's approba- 


tion by accepting him to the rewards of eternal 
life, ſhould be taken into the account Theſe li- 


mitations and reſtrictions being admitted, may we 


not, upon good evidence, conclude ;z that the ge- 
neral 


» Has, vii. 25. 1 PE r. ii, 22, 23. loun viii. 46. 
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neral courſe of his life, was conducted upon that 
excellent plan, which G OD preſcribed to his ob- 
ſervance —© Walk before me and be thou perfect?“ ® 
That is, Let a devout ſenſe of my preſence and in- 
ſpection, be deeply imprinted on thy heart; let the 
influence of my authority and promiſes be cultivat- 
ed, as a preſervative againſt temptation, a ſecurity 
to virtue, and the ſtrongeſt motive to the uniform 
practice of it.” While he maintained theſe convic- 
tions in their full energy, the bent of his deſires 
and endeavors would be drawn, with ſtrong attrac- 
tion, towards ſtedfaſtneſs and conſtancy in virtuous 

ractice, as the ſureſt demonſtration of entire devo- 
tedneſs to GOD, and the firmeſt ſupport of his 
expectations from the divine favor. Some ſpeci- 
mens of his perſonal and ſocial virtue, and hear 
obedience to the authority and commands of GOD, 
may be ſelected for our attention, and, as fit models, 
for our imitation. _ 

_ Conſidered in the 2 of a ſtranger and 
pilgrim upon earth, hEcould not but perceive, the 
neceſſary obligation of ſelf-government, and the 
eſſential importance of ſobriety and moderation. 
From hence, he was directed to conclude—that the 
principal deſign of his being, was not merely to 
indulge even the lawful gratifications of appetite, or 
the innocent enjoyments of animal life—that he was 
certainly formed, for reliſhes and purſuits of a ſpi- 
ritual and more refined nature - that the pure ſatis- 
factions of reaſon and virtue, truth, friendſhip, and 
goodneſs, were moſt congenial to his moral conſtitu- 
tion, as a creature, who, in his original intellectual 
frame, poſſeſſed an amiable reſemblance of GOD, 
and, by the ptculiar bleſſings of divine grace, was 
encouraged to aſpire after heavenly happineſs—that, 
by the continued exerciſe of purity, he would ac- 
quire habitual capacity and meetneſs for thoſe ſub. 
LEA C lime 
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lime and ſacred felicities, which can only be enjoy- 
ed in the beatific preſence of God. From this 
eftimate and proſpect, he was enabled to derive the 
moſt forcible and commanding perceptions, of the 
neceſſary obligation of controlling and ſubduing 
bodily appetites, in all their impetuous tendencies 
to ſenſual pleaſure; and of mortifying the inclina- 
tions and promptings of animal nature, as far as 
they were repugnant to the purity, or obſtructed 
the eſſential and moſt exalted perfection, of his ra- 
tional and immortal mind. 

Beſides the amiable ornaments of perſonal virtue, 
the character of ABrRanam exhibits to us a uſeful 
pattern of ſocial and relative qualities: humility, 
condeſcenſion, meekneſs and affability diſtinguiſhed 
and ennobled his behavior. In his treatment of 
Lor, his brother's ſon, appear the pleaſing eviden- 
ces of a tender, candid and benevolent temper. 
When, through the abundant favors of providence, 
their ſituation too confined, and diſproportionate 
to their affluent circumſtances, opened the diſagree- 
-able proſpe& of animoſities and quarrels among 
their ſervants, with what a perfect command of 
temper, and unruffled ſedateneſs of ſpirit, did he 
treat his nephew, rather as an equal, or ſuperior, 
than as his inferior in age and dignity ! And thus 
obſerved a conduct, which could not but make 
the happieſt impreſſions upon every conſiderate 
mind. He calmly reterred it to his option, firſt to 
decide in what ſituation, his future ſettlement 
ſhould be fixed: A propoſal ſo modeſt and friendly, 
was judiciouſly calculated to diſarm and extinguiſh 

reſent reſentment, and prevent the occaſions of fu- 
ture ſtrife. An expedient the wiſeſt and beſt, which 
could be deviſed, for mai..taininganeſtabliſhed friend- 
ſhip, anda mutual intercourſe and exchange of good 

offices between their reſpective families. 


His 
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His ſtrict regard to juſtice, as the cement and 
preſervative of the intereſts of ſocial life, is appa- 
rent from the manner in which he-negotiated the 
purchaſe of a field, for the interment of his deceaſed 
wife, What noble ſentiments of integrity and ho- 
nor dictated the ſteady reſolution, that he would 
not take poſſeſſion of his neighbour's pro 9 
though invited by his voluntary offer, till he had 
paid, agreeable to the eſtimate of the proprietor, 
a full equivalent, for transferring the right of in- 
heritance to himſelf and his deſcendants.) 

When the protection and bleſſing of GOD had 
rendered him ſucceſsful in a lawful war, he gene- 
rouſly reſigned his rightful claims in the fruits of 
his victorious arms: influenced by a deep ſenſe of ſo- 
lemn devotedneſs to GOD, as a ſacred and inviola- 
ble obligation, he reſolved to reſtore, without ranſom, 
the perſons and goods he, had reclaimed from capti- 
vity and plunder. But, at the ſame time, he abſolute- 
ly determined not to interfere with the equitable pre- 
tenſions of his allies and confederates : : While ſen- 
timents of generous gratitude, mingled with piety, 
directed him, with a profuſion of bounty, to ac- 
knowledge the goodneſs of MrIcIZEDECK, ki 
of SaLEM, and the prieſt of the moſt high G OD, 
who had accommodated him with proviſions and re- 
freſhments, and bleſſed him in the name of the 
LORD. 

Humanity, compaſſion and benevolence ſhine 
with a diſtinguiſhed Juſtre, in his fervent and im- 
portunate ſupplications and interceſſions for the 
people of Sopou, to avert, it it were poſſible, the 
up-lifted arm of awakened indignation, and reſcue, 
a wretched guilty race, that ſeemed devoted to 
extreme deſtruction, > His excellent conduct in 
the affairs of his family, his ſalutary precepts and 

2 virtuous 
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virtuous concern to promote the inſtruction and hap- 
pineſs of his children and ſervants, will be repre- 
ſented under another head of diſcourſe. 

Let us now obſerve upon the evidences of the 
excellency and ſublimity of his morals, diſplayed in 
his humble, gratetul and chearful ſubmiſſion, and o- 
bedience to GOD. Were not the ſtated exerci- 
ſes of devotion, in every proper ſituation, authen- 
tic teſtimonies, that his ardent piety was the effect 
of full conviction, deliberate choice, and habitual 
intenſe delight? How unwavering his faith and 
dependence upon GOD, and how lively his hopes 
in his power and goodneſs! How determined to ſup- 
port the character of one who was fully perſuaded, 
that the protection of an all- ſufficient and faithful 
G OD, would be his ſhield of impregnable defence, 
and his favor, an excceding great reward! Under 
the influence of theſe ſentiments, how entirely re- 
ſigned to the merciful care and unerring diſpoſals 
of heaven! * 

In ſeaſons of proſperity, far from, indulging the 
dictates of an elated mind, behold how pious gra- 
titude and joy united, fill his devoted heart! See 
him ſurrounded with the darkneſs and difficulties of 
afflictive diſpenſations; he maintains a calm ſub- 
miſſion, and abſolute refignation to the divine will. 
Were not theſe diſpoſitions raiſed and ſupported, 
by the bright evidence he had, that the com- 
mands and promiſes he received, and the trials he 
was called to endure, were wilcly intended for his 
greateſt good, and would, in due ſeaſon, certainly 
iſſue therein? Perſuaded that G OD had taken 
him and his intereſts, under a ſpecial and guardian 
care, he readily abandoned all anxious deſpond- 
ing apprehenſions ; he ſtaggered not at the promiſe, 
through diſtruſt and. fear, but was ſtrong in faith, 


giving 
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giving glory to GOD. His well eſtabliſhed faith in 
60 D, aſſured him of the certainty of his high- 
raiſed expectations. On the immoveable baſis of 
divine truth, and power, and goodneſs, his hopes ſe- 
curely reſted. Here his ardent wiſhes terminated, 
and his grateful heart could deſire no more. 

His unreſerved confidence in G OD appeared 
moſt diſtinguiſhed and illuſtrious, in active readineſs 
to obey his lovereign command in offering up Is A ac, 
| his oniy begotten ſon. The diſcouraging ſcenes 
that attended this remarkable trial, did not diſſolve 
his heart, or intimidate his reſolution of abſolute 
obedience. Isaac,the favourite object of his exulting 
delight, the reviving ſource of his hopes, endeared 
to his fond affection by the ſofteſt and ſtrongeſt con- 
nexions, he was determined to ſacrifice to the divine 
order, from the moſt rational perſuaſion—that 
GOD, from whoſe miraculous power he proceeded, 
had an indiſputable right to reſume his own peculiar 
donations.—By reaſoning, * he concluded, that 
GOD was able to raiſe him from the dead, from 
whence alſo he received him in a figure—and 
that the continued life of that identical, beloved 
offspring, and his becoming the father of children, 
were neceſſarily connected with the accompliſhment 
of the ſpecial promiſe, that Isaac ſhould become 
the inſtrument of conveying ſafely to future ages, 
the bleſſings of the everlaſting covenant. * 

To faith productive of ſuch excellent works of 
3 to the heroic virtues of fortitude and 
ſubmiſſion thus exerciſed and approved, in the moſt 
trying emergencies, can there be any acceſſion of 
embelliſhment and eminence, beſides what is deri- 
ved from his ſtedfaſtneſs and perſeverance in religion 
and virtue to the end of life? Let it then be obſer- 
ved, as the finiſhing excellence of this worthy cha- 
racter, that having enjoyed in great abundance, = 

| Its 
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gifts of divine wiſdom and goodneſs, length of 
days, riches and honour, the ſcenes of his pious and 
uſeful life were cloſed with dignity and applauſe, 
His hoary head, in A GOOD OLD AGE, was encircled 
with a crown of glory, of amiable luſtre, being 
found in the ways of righteouſneſs. © Being ſatis- 
fied with the bleſſings of long lite, and having ap- 
pointed proper ſettlements for his children, full of 
years and honour, he was prepared to reſign the poſ- 
ſeſſions of tranſitory mortal life, in exchange for the 
infinitely ſuperior bleſſings of an everlaſting world. 
Moſt deſireable portion! When he had anſwered 
the purpoſes of divine providence in this probatio- 
nary ſtate, to be ſo happily qualified for the 
ſublime rewards of faith, piety and virtue in that 
which is to come! Thus piouſly conducted be our 
lives! Thus honorable and happy our death! 
And from our memory, ſo juſtly bleſſed, may the 
fragrance of the ſweeteſt odors aſcend! Let us now 
II. Conſider the faithful and zealous care, which 
ABRAHAM was obliged to exert, in the inſtruction 
of his children, and other branches of his domeſtic 
charge. That his affections and endeavors would 
have this tendency and direction, we may conclude 
from the infallible teſtimony of GOD, in our 
text.“ For I know him that he will command his 
children and his houſhold after him, and they ſhall 
keep the way of the LORD to do juſtice and 
judgment.“ 
In general, it may be obſerved that when pa- 
rents and maſters have attained an eminence in 
piety and virtue, there is a juſt foundation to expect, 
that religion and righteouſneſs will not expire, in 
their families, together with them: but that their 
aflectionate and ſtudious concern will be employed, 
in order to cultivate the ſeeds of theſe excellent 
qualities in their deſcendants and others. a 
; © 
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che influence of their wiſe and ſalutary inſtructions, 
and the energy of their good examples, the fruits 
of godlineſs and virtue, may be reaſonably expected 
in their ſurvivors. | 
Of theſe excellent diſpoſitions toptopagate religion 
and virtue, in the various branches of his family, A- 
BRAHAM was eminently poſſeſſed. To inſtil the 
principles, and recommend the profeſſion, of true 
wery, and to engage them in the ſteady practice of 
holineſs and virtue, his induſtry and zeal would be 
employed. This temper and conduct GOD perfectly 
diſcerned, approved and rewarded. The manner of 
his exhibiting theſe amiable properties, is expreſſed, 
by his giving them the ſtricteſt charge and command. 
By this it is intimated that the principal ſubject 
and ſcope of his earneſt exhortation, would be to re- 
reſent to their underſtandings, the truths of religion, 
and the obligations of righteouſneſs, with convincing 


evidence, adapted to their different capacities 


that they might perceive the neceſſity of practiſing 
for their own intereſt, what he injoined them as a 
prophet, in the name of the LOR D.—That the 
precepts and rules of conduct, he inculcated with 
ardent zeal, might be conſidered, as matters of 
ſacred and awful importance; eſſential to their per- 
tection and happineſs, and the neceſſary conditions 
of GOD's favor and acceptance. In affairs of 
ſuch intrinſic excellence, and infinite moment, his 
authority might juſtly be added to invigorate and 
ſupport his inſtructions; that, by the commanding; 
force of a ſtrict and ſolemn charge, they might be 
ſtrongly diſpoſed to retain a dutiful and exact re- 
membrance of paternal affection, and well-regulated 
dominion, when the influence of his preſence was 
withdrawn. 

In ABRAHAu's commanding his children and 
houſhold, we are certified of the lively convic- 


tions he had of the truth, perſpicuity and impor- 


tance 
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tance of the principles and meaſures, he was appoin- 
ted to recommend by his inſtructions, and enforce by 
his authority and example. It is inconſiſtent with 
the ideas of wiſdom and goodneſs, to aſcribe a 
great excellence to intricate and uncertain ſpecula- 
tions; to fix characters of importance on matters of 
pure indifference ;/ or lay a zealovs ſtreſs upon ex- 
ternal forms, and inſignihcant modes and ceremonies, 
Things of ſuch inferior nature and tranſient influence, 
cannot authorize and juſtify our enforcing them by 
earneſt entreaties and authoritative injunctions. In 
ſuch caſes, to exert the authority of a parent, or go- 
vernor, would evidently debaſe it, by a mean proſ- 
titution. And very ditterent apprehenſions are ſug- 
geſted by the caſe under our preſent conſideration. 
What GOD required ABRAuau to inculcate 
on his family, related to the ſublimeſt truths, and 
had the ſignature and ſanction of divine authority. 
Such maxims and rules, as by their genuine in- 
fluence, and ultimate reſult, would conduce to 
their moral perfection, and ſecure their eternal 
happinels.—< To keep the way of the LORD, to 
do juſtice and judgment” To profeſs faith in the 
ONE TRUE GOD), as the ALONE object of their 
ſupreme worſhip and obedience, and the author of 
their happineſs A faith and devotedneſs, derived 
from the cleareſt convictions, and encouraged 
by the nobleſt proſpects—A faith, which would 
direct and determine them, to renounce and deteſt 
all kinds of devot ion to the falſe gods of the heathen, 
and the various corruptions of idolatry and ſuperſti- 
tion, which they ſhould adopt and eſtabliſh, 

It was his neceſſary duty to inſtruct them, to 
maintain the worſhip of the TRUE G OD, with the 
ſtricteſt attention and conformity to his eſlential and 
acknowledged perfections, and righteous govern- 
ment; and in the exacteſt conſiſtence and harmony 


with the dictates of his revealed will. To acknow- 
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ledge that Jznovan, as the LORD of conſcience, 
had an excluſive rightto preſcribe to them, articles of 
faith, and rules of worſhip. So that whatever was 
not agreeable to his perfections, nor carried the 
ſtamp of his authority, was to be rejected as forged 
and corrupt, or mean and contemptible. The ef- 
fect of arrogant invaſion, and the arbitrary injunc- 
tion of a foreign and incompetent juriſdiction, to 
which they owed no real ſubjection. 

One principal deſign of GO D's placing ApRa- 

HAM, at the head of the religious conſtitution, he 
revealed to him, was, certainly, to render him the 
inſtrument of reſtoring and reforming the profeſſion 
of religion, agreeable to his own nature and will. 
By this appointment, he was laid under indiſpenſa- 
ble obligation to maintain the purity and ſimplicity 
of religion, with a ſteady and uniform attention to 
divine inſtituions. An invariable regard to the 
command of G OD, would introduce an effectual 
barrier againſt the corruptions of ſuperſtition, the 
contempt of profaneneſs, and the dreams of enthu- 
ſiaſm. Conſtancy and perſeverance in obſerving 
theſe ſacred appointments, as ſurrounded by a divine 
encloſure, and ſeparate from the deluſive innovations 
and fond additions of fallible men, would demon- 
ſtrate to the obſerving world, that the command of 
GOD was the only ſource of their obedience; 
while the promiſes of his favor aſcertained and 
ſecured their hopes of acceptance. 
Hence he was directed to conclude—that his in- 
duſtry and zeal ought to be employed, in inſtructing 
his family to retain and cultivate thoſe principles and 
duties, by which the knowledge of the TRUE GOP 
would be moſt effectually communicated ; the na- 
tive purity of his worſhip, and his unrivalled autho- 
rity over conſcience maintained; and their devo- 
tions and ſervices acceptably addreſſed to him. 
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In ſhort, the way of the LORD, is the path of 
virtue and happineſs. It is impreſſed with the reſem- 
blance of the divine nature, eſtabliſhed by GO D's 
authority, environed and ſupported by ſanctions of 
his own appointment. It is a way, that is ſolemnly 
guarded by divine threatenings, and encouraged by 
divine promiſes. It is calculated to recommend ſuch 
pious diſpoſitions of fear, truſt, dependence, love and 
gratitude, as are fitted to influence the moral temper 
and conduct, and engage all the power of religious 
motives, in the aid and ſupport of purity and virtue, 
and thus become a certain preparative to exalted 
happineſs. The way of the LORD leadstolite and 
bleſſedneſs; and they who keep it with uncorrupt- 
ed hearts, and walk therein with undiverted feet, 
will be ſafely conducted to the bliſsful preſence and 
enjoyment of GOD. Unſpeakably bleſſed are the 
undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the 
LORD. Ff 
The firſt object of ABR AHAu's view, in conduc- 
ting the religious inſtruction, and education of his 
children and ſervants, was to engage them to keep 
the way of the LORD. A regard to the nature of 
things, the authority of GOD, and the numerous 
bleſſings of his providence, beſtowed upon him and 
them, would naturally direct his thoughts to this, as 
the primary and leading principle, and beſt intro- 
duction to a religious and virtuous life: It was alſo 
the ſureſt method of intereſting the countenance and 
bleſſing of GOD in their favour. By laying this ex- 
cellent foundation deep and ſtrong, in rational and 
worthy apprehenſions of G OD, he would be ena- 
bled to erect a glorious ſtructure of virtuous qua 
lities and moral beauty. When their affections were 
thoroughly tinctured with religious ſentiments, their 
hearts would gain a ſtronger attachment to divine 
ordinances, and, by the regular and ſtated c—_— 
O 
PSA TL. exix. I. | 


of RELIGION and VIRTURE. 27 


of piety, whether rational or revealed, they would 
acquire habitual tendency towards, and ardent de- 
light in GOD and his worſhip. From taſting the 
refined pleaſures of devotion, and by a ſenſibility of 
the power of religious motives, they would derive a 
more forcible conviction of it's vaſt — and 
be directed to apply the principles of piety, to the 
purpoſes of ſubſtantial and exemplary virtue. 
Ihe education of youth would be conducted 
upon a very ſuperficial and irregular plan, if it's 
immediate influence and tendency did not ſteadily 
lead the opening faculties of the mind to GOD, 
as it's ſupreme author, and beſt benefactor, and ulti- 
mate end. Without this influence and effect, the 
care and pains of early inſtruction are perverted and 
loſt. Bur, by directing the firſt attention of the ſoul 
to G OD, and engaging it's active powers and 
affections, in the exerciſes of divine worſhip, a 
foundation will be laid for the ſupport of a religi- 
ous character; for connecting the profeſſion of reli- 
gion, with the practice of holineſs, the genuine, and 
happy reſult of religious profeſſion. Hence will 
regularly proceed, a warm affection to every out- 
ward teſtimony of internal devotion, in proportion 
to it's evidence, obligation, uſefulneſs, and impor- 
tance : for it ſhould be ſtrongly inculcated upon 
their conſtant obſervance,—that a diſtinction of 
great uſe and advantage, ſubſiſts between the various 
branches of religious ſervice. | 
It ſhould be obſerved as a certain and ruling 
principle in education, that the excellence of reli- 
gious principles is moſt eminently declared by vir- 
tuous diſpoſitions and accompliſhments. — That the 
external ſervices, and poſitive duties of religion, are 
chiefly to be regarded, as they are proper expreſ- 
| D 2 ſions 
t The good education of children, —conſfiſts in endeavouring, 


with the greateſt care and prudence, to form their manners to 
religion and virtue, 


Archbiſhop Ti. LoTsoN, 


28 The CoNNExION and HARMONY 


ſions of entire ſubjection to GOD's authority, the 
beſt fence of moral virtue; and as the proper means 
and inſtruments of ſtrengthening and improving 
habitual purity, righteouſneſs and goodneſs. How- 
ever ſtrict our adherence, how punctual and preciſe 
ſoever our outward conformity to divine inſtitutions, 
merely poſitive, the thought ſhould often recur to 
our minds,—that theſe peculiar exerciſes are not in- 
Joined as the objects of our higheſt attention, or 
principal concern. 

The ritual ſervices, and poſitive duties of religion, 
under any diſpenſation, were not required by G OD, 
nor ſhould they be performed by us, from a prin- 
cipal or ultimate regard to themſelves. Important 
and obvious is the diſtinction between the things 
which are eſſential, fundamental, and final in religion, 
and ſuch as are merely inſtrumental, and ſubordi- 
nate. Between the ends of religion, and the means 
and helps ſubſervient to the attaining thoſe ends. 
In the things which are primary and eſſential, are 
contained the genuine dictates of eternal truth and 

aſon ;z—whatlſoever things are intimately connected 
with the moral character, and conſtitute the grounds 
of acceptance with GOD ;—which have a neceſ- 
ſary relation to and connexion with happineſs, and 
will introduce and eſtabliſh a.real and habitual meet- 
neſs for the final enjoyment of it. > Every principle 
and quality of this kind, being intrinſically good, will 
always demanda preterence toſuch, as are merely oc- 
caſional and poſitive, or temporary and inſtrumental. 

The keeping the way of the LORD, in this 
reſtrained conſtruction, repreſents a ſteady adhe- 
rence to doctrines of pure revelation, and the ob- 
ſervance of rules founded chiefly on mere authority. 
Now the greateſt excellency and value of theſe ſub- 

ordinate 


W MATTH. v. 3—12, 20, 48. PHIL. iv. 8, 9. 
HBBR. xü. 14. 


of RELIeloN and VIRTUE. 29 


ordinate principles and uſages, reſults from their re- 
lation to eternal and immutable truths, and their 
ſubſervient uſefulneſs in promoting moral good- 
neſs; which is the proper qualification for rational 
happineſs, and the certain means of attaining it. 
But, no poſitive inſtitutions, though of evident obli- 
gation, by virtue of divine appointment, and b 
this deſignation, through the divine bleſſing, 
eminently conducive to the purpoſes of religion and 
virtue, have any original and intrinſic excellency. 
Their higheſt moment is produced, when they be- 
come effectual inſtruments of guarding againſt the 
immoral corruptions of ſuperſtition, idolatry and 
vice; hen they ſuggeſt proper conſiderations to 
allure the heart, and engage the affections to the love 
of GOD, and his brighteſt image, moral virtue 
and righteouſneſs. ! 

Finally, The way of the LORD is then only 
truly delineated, and acceptably maintained, when 
our deſires, wills, and reſolutions, are directed and de- 
termined to rational piety and moral obligations. 
Should we, therefore, profeſs the moſt affectionate 
and zealous concern for the ſervices of external de- 
votion, while we are deſtitute of inward vital reli- 
gion, or diſaffected to perſonal and ſocial virtue, 
we only exhibit the form of godlineſs under a de- 
ceitful diſguiſe; we really attempt to delude our- 
ſelves, and impoſe upon others, by vain pretence, 
and mere pageantry. It is only a ſpecious and frau- 
dulent maſk drawn over debaſing ſuperſtition and 
flagrant hypocriſy, Let 

The ſentiments of an eminent prelate, long diſtinguiſhed 
and admired for his zealous attachment to the intereſts of civil 


and chriſtian liberty, and other! excellent accompliſhments, I beg 


leave to annex as a farther illuſtration . of the pre- 
ceeding remarks. The precepts of CHRIS are precepts of 
moral virtue, the life of CHa ist, is the moſt perfect example 
of moral virtue, and the oATU of CHRIST is blaſphemed, if 
it is repreſented to be of ſervice to any ſinners, without repen - 
tance, and the practice of moral virtue.“ | 
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Let our public profeſſion of religion be uniform- 

ly directed to it's proper uſes and nobleſt ends. 
To bind upon our conſciences, with ſtronger influ- 
ence, the eſſential obligations of virtue, the princi- 
pal and ultimate deſign of all true religion, and of 
the, public declaration and profeſſion of it. Or to 
ſpeak in the copious expreſſive language of our 
text To do juſtice and judgement.” 
Theſe comprehenſive expreſſions, furniſh us with 
an excellent compendium, or ſummary, of moral 
obligations. All the original ſtamina, or eſſential 
and primary principles of perſonal virtues and re- 
lative duties, ſeem to be comprized, here, in minia- 
ture, and contracted within the narrow compals of 
a ſmall encloſure, 

From their ſituation and connexion, they ſeem 
to aſcertain and point out, the genuine deſign and 
ultimate reſult of religious principles and profeſ- 
fions. And, indeed, to every attentive and impar- 
tial mind, it muſt appear, that the whole ſcheme 
of truth and duty, in the preceding parts of this 
diſcourſe, hath been ſteadily and uniformly directed 
to this important point of view; that we might 
derive the cleareſt conviction That there 1s a 
neceſſary obligation laid on all, who profeſs a regard 
to the will and way of the LORD, to cultivate the 
principles, to adhere to the exerciſe, and acquire the 
habits of every perſonal and ſocial virtue. 

When we examine the direct and preciſe deſign 
of inculcating this conſtant concern, ** to do juſ- 
tice and judgement,” it may be apprehended, — 
that it was to recommend thoſe virtues, which are moſt 
oppoſite tothe infamous and deteſtable abominations, 
upon account of which, SopoM and GoMorRan were 
involved in burning and inextinguiſhable ruin. But 
not to confine our meditations within ſuch a limited 

roſpect Let us conſider, what is cerrainly includ- 


ed in that ſcheme of righteouſneſs, to which a religi- 
ous 
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bus profeſſion is deſigned to lead us, and the inſti» 
tutions of a well managed education, ſhould be ren- 
dered preparative and ſubſervient. | 

It was, without queſtion, the neceſſary duty of 
ABRAHAM, to train up his children and ſervants, 
not only, in the knowledge, love, and practice of 
thoſe principles and rules of life, which were neceſ- 
ſary to ſecure them from the deſtructive ſtrokes of 
divine vengeance; but alſo, to raiſe their attention, 
and engage their endeavors, to attain thoſe quali- 
ties, which would maintain the proper dignity, 
and introduce the perfection and happineſs of rea- 
ſonable creatures, ſubject to G OD's moral govern- 
ment, and accountable at his righteous tribunal.— 
Which would render them amiable, eſteemed, and 
extenſively uſeful in every character and relation of 
life—Which would procure tothem, the largeſt ſhare 
of perſonal happineſs or ſelf-enjoyment, in connex- 
10n with a ſuperior regard to the intereſt and wel- 
fare of the public; whether they were ſituated in 
the inferior ſtations of ſervile life; or being placed 
at the head of families, or larger collective bodies, 
were deſigned to move, in the exalted ſpheres of 
eminent diſtinction, and expanded influence. Such 
is the extenſive and happy direction of righteouſneſs, 
enforced by the motives of religion, that it is ſuited 
to the circumſtances of every character and pro- 
vince; and it's benign and ſalutary influence will 
certainly ſpread the brighteſt ornaments on a lower, 
or more elevated ſituation. 

If it be allowed, that the grand deſign of a good 
education is, to intereſt the ſubjects of it, in the guardi- 
an care and various bleſſings of GO D's providence, 
and to prepare them for that ſublime happineſs, 
which is the pure effect of his gracious donation 
and promiſe; we ſhould then regularly conduct the 
ſcheme and plan of it, with a ſteady unvaried re- 
gard to their obtaining theſe high and important 

ends 


32 The Connexion and Harmony 


ends. In the lively view of this glorious proſpect, all 
inferior deſigns for their proſperity, and grandeur, and 
applauſe in this world, would be abſorbed and loſt. 

To execute this ſcheme, with propriety and 
advantage, We ought to conſider them as the ratio- 
nal creatures of almighty GOD; formed after 
his own image, with capacities for reaſon, religion, 
and virtue; and deſigned for endleſs exiſtence and 
happineſs—Formed tor preſent happineſs, ariſing 
from a wiſe regulation of their paſſions, and a judicious 
application ot their intellectual powers, to excellent 
and worthy objects and actions; and by the aſſidu- 
ous and ſteady exerciſe of free agency and choice, 
amidit ſcenes of temptation and affliction, toſtrength- 
en their moral affections, and produce pious and 
virtuous habits. From this direction and practice, 
they will be qualified for the various duties of life, 
correſpondent to their characters, and ariſing from 
their reſpective relations and connexions. 

The primary foundations of their happineſs are laid, 
by divine conſtitution, in their being free and virtuous 
beings; — free by a ſelf determining principle of will 
and reſolution, under the guidance of wiſdom and 
truth ;—and moral, virtuous, and accountable, be- 
cauſe they are free. It muſt be, therefore, of the high- 
eſt moment and importance, to their virtue and hap- 
pineſs, that this excellent property of moral liber- 
ty, be well ſecured, againſt the dangerous biaſs of 
appetite, and the ſtrong tendencies of deſire, to- 
wards ſenſitive objects, andthe ſources of animal de- 
light. They ſhould be taught to cheriſh ſuch diſpoſi- 
tions, as are generous, benevolent, ſpiritual and 
ſublime; and to reſtrain ſuch as are ſelfiſn, ſenſual 
andearthly—For, as their nobleſt excellency and ho- 
nour conſiſts, in their univerſal ſubjection to the laws 
of GOD, and righteouſneſs, and in bringing their 
| bodily paſſions and deſires. under the diſcipline and 
control of wiſdom, and to act in ſubſervience to the 

powers 
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powers and intereſts of their ſouls.— So it is a clear 
and certain truth—That this eminence can never 
be attained, but by laying prudent and ſtrong re- 
ſtraints, in the ſeaſons of early life, upon their 
appetites and affections That, though the original 
ſource of our paſſions be derived from peculiar 
conſtitutions of body, their ſtrongeſt force is acqui- 
red by irregular indulgence. While the careful 
application of proper checks and reſtraints, will give 
them very different modifications and directions. 
And the greateſt attention is neceſſary in this caſe, 
becauſe our paſſions are older than our reaſon; and, 
if, they are permitted to exert an uncontrolled ſwa 
in the dawn of rational life, will probably uſurp 
ſuch lawleſs and tyrannical rule, as the reſolutions 
and vigorous efforts of maturer age, may prove too 
impotent to reſiſt and depoſe. 

To the exerciſe of precaution and vigilance, 
leaſt a cenſurable indulgence of animal paſſions, 
confirm them in vicious habits, we may add in 
the next place, - the imparting to their minds, 
in an eaſy and familiar way, the juſteſt and moſt 
practical apprehenſions of GOD, of themſelves, 
and all other beings, with whom they have any 
moral concern or connexion. We ſhould inform 
them, — That the great and bleſſed GOD, is the 
author of their beings, the guardian of their lives, 
and the ſource of their happineſs—that they are at 
all rimes encircled with his preſence, and expoſed 
to the ſtrict obſervation of his all-ſeeing eye, in every 
fituation and ſeaſon ;—that his power defends them 
from danger, and his goodneſs ſupplies all their 
neceſſities ;—that, by his beneyolent conſtitution, - 
they become reaſonable creatures,capable of knowing 
and honoring and obeying him, and, therefore, ought, 
above all things, to addreſs the firſt exerciſes of their 
reaſon and affection to him, as a BEING poſſeſſed of 
HY | | E every 
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every amiable and awful perfection, fitted to attract 
their admiration and love, or excite their reverence, 
dependence and hope. They ſhould be inſtructed 
and charged to prefer his approbation to every 
other object of deſire, and depend upon his good- 
neſs, for whatever is neceſſary to the continuance 
and improvement of their reaſon, the ſupport of 
their lives, and their preſent and future enjoy- 
ment of happineſs. 

Upon ſuch practical apprehenſions as theſe, we 
may rationally build the practice of early devotion 
and piety ; and direct and engage them, by forms 
ſuited to their capacities, to preſent the grateful of- 
ferings of daily prayer and thankigiving to G OD. 
By habituating them to the exerciſes of ſecret devo- 
tion, and attendance on family worſhip, they will 
be ſoon qualified to behave with decency and pro- 
priety, when they appear in the public aſſemblies 
for divine ſervice. And when their minds are 
happily tinctured with the ſavour of piety, and 
their judgements eſtabliſhed in the principles of it, 
we may, upon good grounds exhort them to. a 
ſteady and conſtant obedience to all the commands 
of G OD. 

Again, from the principles of reaſon, and the 
inſtructions of GOD's word, which they ſhould 
be early taught to reverence, and daily read with 
the cloſeſt attention and delight, we are to teach 
and exhort them to honour, - eſteem and obey their 
PARENTS, as thoſe, to whom under G OD, and by 
his authority, they owe the higheſt obligations: The 
characters of civil authority, whether ſupreme or 
ſubordinate, they fhould be directed to treat with 
the utmoſt deference and reſpect; not only, as this is 
an evident dictate of juſtice and equity, and neceſſary 
to engage their ſubmiſſion to every ordinance of 
Man for the LO R D's fake; but, becauſe many 
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of the moſt outrageous diſorders and violences, in 


the preſent age, ſeem evidently derived, from a de- 
clared averſion and cont-mpt of ſuperior diſtinction 
and order. To the diligent, faithful, and pious 
miniſters of religion, of every denomination, they 
will be diſpoſed to maintain an affectionate regard, 

when convictions of the uſefulneſs of their office, 
and the piety, virtue, and benevolence conſpicuous 
in their lives, have recommended them in the ami- 
able light of being eminent benefactors to the 
world. 

To every ſuperior in dignity, age and ſtation, they 
ſhould cultivate a deference proportionate to their 
reſpective qualities. And to all others, whether equals 
or inferiors, behave with candor and modeſty, af- 
fection and eſteem. We ſhould teach them to deteſt 
all indecent attacks of ſcurility and virulent abuſe, 
upon the CHARACTERS, all violent and unjuſt in- 
vaſions of the PROPERTY, and all injurious treat- 
ment of the PERSOxs of others; ever keeping their 
eyes and hearts attentively faſtened on that moſt 
excellent precept of our bleſſed Lox D,. ““ All 
things whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do to 
you, do ye even ſo to them; for this is the law and 
the prophets.” * 

Thus let their behavior be formed upon the 
principles and rules of divine truth, and righteouſ- 
neſs. Let them be exhorted to maintain an invio- 
lable reſpect to truth in their words, promiſes and 
actions; to cultivate the intimacies of friendſhip, 
and more uſual correſpondence and converſe, with 
thoſe, whoſe language is pure and decent; whoſe 
behavior is modeſt and amiable; and to avoid the 
profane and profligate, as the nuſances and peſts 
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Finally, we ſhould charge and command them, 

on all occaſions, to maintain a ſtrict regard to the 
impartial ſuggeſtions of their own reaſon and con- 
ſcience. To remember, that conſcience, when 
well informed and undefiled, is the repreſentative 
of GOP, reſiding in their own breaſts; and that 
the ſentences of this ſelf-applauding or ſelf- con- 
demning principle, will be ratified by the unaltera- 
ble deciſions of that future ſupreme tribunal, where 
CHRIST will preſide, and aſſign them their eternal 
portion. 
Upon ſome uſeful ſcheme of inſtruction, enfor- 
ced by authority 2nd example, every tender parent, 
and faithful head of a family, ſhould be zealouſly 
concerned, as ABRAHAM certainly was, to form 
the minds and manners of all, under their care, to 
piety and virtue, | 

That they may begin well through good inſtruc- 
tion and examples, and by uſeful habits early ac- 
quired, may be rendered capable of ſuſtaining their 
varying characters and relations in life, with pru- 
dence and uſefulneſs, with dignity and applauſe;— 
be ornaments and patrons of religion, liberty, and 
virtue, in this world, and attain the approbation of 
their creator and judge, in that which is to come. 

But it is time to proceed, and 

III. Repreſent, that ABRAH A u's integrity, and 
diligence in the important province aſſigned him, 
would operate as a ſucceſsful means of ſecuring and 
tranſmitting to his deſcendants, the bleſſings GOD 
had promiſed. * That the LORD may bring 
3 ABRAHAM, that which he hath ſpoken of 

m.“ , 

The motive contained in theſe words, ought to 
have a powerful influence upon our minds. What 
a lively ſpring of joy ariſes from the thought—that 
what we do, 1s well pleaſing in the ſight of GOD = 

| that 
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that the divine approbation will be proportioned 
to the integrity and zcal we exert, and teſtified by 
the good effects reſulting from thence, and the pe- 
culiar bleſſings, which G OD, by his providence 
co-operating with, and confirming his promiſes, 
will graciouſly beſtow. 

The bleſſings which G OD had ſpoken of, or 
promiſed to ABRAHAM, were of various kinds. 
Some particularly reſpected himſelf; others had his 
family for their more immediate objects. He was 
promiſed proſperity and ſucceſs in his worldly 
affairs; the multiplied increaſe of his deſcendants, 
and ſecurity of their enlarged property, through 
the ſpecial protection of G OD, as their ſhield of 
defence againſt the aſſaults of enemies; | and with 
regard to ſpiritual advantages, he enjoyed the pri- 
vilege of communion with GO, in his ſacred in- 
ſtitutions, and had the delightful proſpect of the 
preſence and favor of GOD, as his ſupreme por- 
tion, and everlaſting reward. ® Many inſtances of 
divine goodneſs he obtained, upon his obedience 
to the firſt command to depart from his native land, 
in ſearch of another ſituation. By the favorable di- 
rection and indulgence of GOD, HE and his nu- 
merous dependents were plentifully provided for, in 
the dominions of foreign potentates, amidft the 
preſſing exigences and diſtreſſes of wide-ſpreading 
famine; and received uncommon teſtimonies of 
reſpect and generoſity, from ſovereign princes, and 
others of diſtinction and affluence. * 

Some bleſſings were aſcertained to his expecta- 
tions, by gracious promiſes, often repeated and 
ſolemnly ratified. The effects of thele promiſes 
he actually enjoyed in various inſtances. Such were 
the birth of Is a ac, the ſon and heir of the promiſe, 
; and 
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and the hopes of his family increaſing by Esau and 


Jacos; who were born fifteen years before ABRA“ 
HAM's deceaſe. * By theſe events, his proſpects of 
farther bleſſings were brightened and expanded; 
and he had the faireſt hopes, that the profeſſion of 
TRUE RELIGION Would be preſerved and perpetua- 
ted, among his deſcendants, the appointed viſible 
church of GOD, till that important period arri- 
ved, when the promiſed s ED ſhould appear; in 
whom all the predictions of peculiar grace centered, 
and would be completely accompliſhed. ? 

What elevated joy and pleature filled his heart, 
when he beheld the happy influence of his coun- 
ſels and example, in the piety, and promiſing 
ſettlement of his beloved ſon, and the exemplary 
fidelity and diligence of the ſteward of his houſ- 
hold! 4 

Thus a delightful ſeries of eminent bleſſings, ſuc- 
ceſſively granted, eſtabliſhed his faith and affiance 
in GOD, And, as to thoſe which were to be grant- 
ed, in future times, his well-placed expectations 
ſecurely reſted on the immutable veracity, and faith- 
falneſs, and beneficence of the MosT HI H GOD; 
who having all the various ſprings and cauſes of all 
events, and their numerous powers, connexions, and 
movements, under his abſolute unerring direction, 
could perfectly fulſil all his engagements. A ſo- 
id ground and immoveable baſis of conſtant reli- 
ance! Upon the good word and promiſe of GOD, 
confirmed by his folemn oath, how firm and un- 
ſhaken his dependence! From a view of theſe uni- 
ted ſecurities and ſanctions, how juſtly drawn the 
apo'le*s argument, to eſtabliſh the excellency and 
certainty of thoſe promiſes, in which all ſincere 
chriſtlans are happily intereſted 1" _ | 
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In fine, by the cleareſt evidencę of well atteſted 
facts, the fulleſt conviction is derived That the 
word of promiſe was abundantly accompliſhed ;— 
and that GOD actually beſtowed upon ABRa- 
Hau, and his family all the bleſſings he had ſpoken 
of him.” What animating encouragement is hence 
conveyed to chriſtians, to imitate the piety and 
virtue of faithful ABRAHAM, the prophet, the a- 
nointed, and the FRIEND of G OD! *—And to be- 
come followers of them, who through faith and. 
patience inherit the promiſes. 

Though an impartial review of the fcregoing 
diſcourſe will ſuggeſt to us a variety of practical 
and uſeful REFLExX10Ns, yet I can only ſelect a few 
of the more eminent and inſtructive. | 

FixsT, In the ſcheme of divine providence and 
grace, reſpecting this illuſtrious patriarch and his fa- 
mily, what peculiar maniteſtations of the wiſdom, 
power and goodneſs of G OD are exhibited ? How 
ſolid the grounds and reaſons of believing. and 
truſting in GOD, and the revelation of his will! 
What abundant ſupports ariſe to ſtrengthen and 
animate our hopes, and enliven our gratitude! 

This ſcheme of diſtinguiſhing mercy, diſplays 
authentic evidence of a divine original; it was ow- 
ing to the free donation of unmerited and unſolici- 
ted grace. The idea of the bleſſed GOD, which 
we derive from the diſcoveries of reafon and ſcrip - 
ture aſſures us;—That a benevolent propenſion to 
communicate to his reaſonable creatures, the proſ- 
pects and inſtruments of happineſs, in proportion to 

their moral capacities, and virtuous acquiſitions, is 
abſolutely eſſential to his nature! That his unuttera- 
ble goodnels is exerted in the richeſt abundance and 
freedom, and only limited by the dictates of wiſ- 
dom and rectitude ! That it's influence is not ow- 
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ing to, or directed by any external interpoſition and 
entreaty whatſoever. * 

From this original ſource of eſſential benevo- 
lence and goodneſs, the whole mediatorial conſtitu- 
tion, or chriſtian covenant deſcended. * Upon this 
ſure foundation, all the ſtipulations of GOD with 
ABRAHAM were eſtabliſhed. His faith in GOD, was 
ſupported by the firm Basis of a ſpecial regard to 
GOD, as the rewarder of them who diligently 
ſeek him. u Whoſe unalterable rectitude would 
not ſuffer the righteous to periſh with the wicked : 
whoſe clemency would have certainly exempted the 
cities of the plain from irretrievable deſtruction, 
had any moral reaſons intervened for granting that 
ſignal indemnity.* 

The ABRanamic diſpenſation, the genuine pro- 
duction of eſſential goodneſs, may, not improperly, 
be conſidered, as an introductory exhibition, in 
miniature, of the goſpel covenant.Y To reveal 
this to the world, in it's full growth and perfection, 
and moſt conſummate excellency and glory, that“ all 
the nations of the earth might be eminently bleſſed,” 
and that the glorious mediator and meſſenger of the 
covenant might acquire a capacity and right to diſ- 
penſe it's final rewards, our Loxp JEsus CHRIST 
appeared. * 

In the covenant made with Apranam, in 
CakisT, whatever obſcurity and imperfection at- 
tended the poſitive rites, and inſtrumental duties 
peculiar to 1t, being vailed under types and ſha- 
dows, there is the brighteſt evidence diſplayed, 
what is the principal deſign and ultimate end of all 
true religion; and what are the propereſt and moſt 
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effectual means to attain that end. Eternal life by 
a reſurrection from the dead, is the ſublime end: 
And this can only be attained by the uniform 
practice of piety and holineſs. And a full aſſurance 
of this, adapted to that diſpenſation, is contained 
in the declaration, that in the ſeed of ABRAHAM, 
all nations ſhould be bleſſed. * * 

From the divine tranſactions with ABRAHAM, 
and the explicite publications of grace and mercy, 
in a way of covenant, may we not conclude, — That 
to the penitent and righteous, GOD was ever 
diſpoſed to be propitious and mercitul?—To them, 
who are ABRAHAM'S ſeed, according to the pro- 
mile; who imitate the faith and obedience of this 
HEIR of the world, the FATHER of the FAITHFUL, 
and the FRIEND of GOD.“ 

In the goſpel, what wonderful manifeſtations of di- 
vine wiſdom, purſuing and executing the diſpoſitions 
of unutterable goodneſs and grace! How well concer- 
ted the plan, for reforming the world from idolatry, ſu- 
perſtition and vice For admitting ſinners to mercy, 
upon their penitence, and converſion to GOD, by 
faith and holineſs! Doth not the whole ſcheme of 
ſalvation by CHRIST give demonſtrative evidence, 
that HE came to reveal GOD as propitious ?— 
That the original contrivance, the righteous con- 
duct, and the happy reſult of this covenant, pro- 
cecded ſolely and entirely from GOD?“ By the 
wiſe proviſions of which, it is rendered perfectl 
conſiſtent with the eſſential rectitude of the divine 
nature, and the. honour of GO D's moral govern- 
ment, to diſpenſe the boundleſs profuſions of innate 
and inexhauſtible goodneſs, to all who become par- 


F takers 
* GAL. iii. 7. d Rom. iv. 13, 16. JaMES ii. 21—23. 
See biſhop Syrr Lock's excellent diſcourſes on ** the uſe 


and intent of pg@PHECY.” — Diſcourſe v. pages 119—148, of 
the firſt edition. M 


* 2 Cor * + 4 


42 The CoNx NEX ION and HARMONY 


takers of the divine nature, by acquiring the ami- 
able affections and habits of holinefſs. Again, 

It is further manifeſt, that the perſonal appear- 
ance of CuRIS T, to carry theſe important deſigns 
into complete execution, was the reſult of a divine 
foreknowledge, and a covenant of promiſe ſtipu- 
lated almoſt two thouſand years before. An obvi- 
ous and full confutation of the weak ſuggeſtions of 
unbelicvers That the ſcheme of the goſpel was a 
novel invention, and the production of human con- 
trivance and impoſture. Though the complete 
manifeſtations of GOD's mercy, in our ſalvation, 
were reſerved for the times of the Mzss1an's per- 
ſonal miniſtry; yet we are fully certified, that in a 

riod far diſtant, a particular providence was cx- 
erted in ſelecting and conſtituting the obedient pa- 
triarch, with a view to his eminent faith, piety and 
righteouſneſs, to be the head and progenitor of a 
family, through whoſe appropriate devotedneſs to 
the TRUE GOD, the bleſſings of the covenant 
ſhould be ſecurely conveyed to after ages. Bleſſed 
be GO D, for the counſels and revelations of his 
amazing grace! O the depth of the riches both of 
the wiſdom and knowledge of GOD! O that men 
would praiſe the Lox for his goodneſs, and for 
his wonderful works to the children of men! Let 
the clear convictions, that in the diſpenſation of the 
riches of his grace, he hath abounded towards us 
in all wiſdom and prudence, © excite and animate 
the diſpoſitions of unteigned gratitude, and the re- 
ſolutions of conſtant and uniform obedience | Sted- 
faſt, and ardent, be our endeavors to improve the 
exalted bleſſings, which are ſo fully revealed and 
aſcertained by our Lorp Jzsus CHRIST. 
SrcoxDLy, From the ſcheme of GOD's diſpenſation 
to ABRAHAM, we may be inſtructed, wherein true and 
acceptable religion conſiſts, and on what ſure foun- 
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dations, our hopes of intereſt in the ſalvation of the 
goſpel may be eſtabliſhed. True religion ever hath 
it's commencement from rational conviction and faith, 

it is cheriſhed by devotion, ſupported by reverence, 
and gains it's perfection by purity and love.“ The 
fundamental articles of our faith, and the conditions 
of our acceptance, are certain and evident. The 
religious truths which ABRan AM believed, and in- 
ſtructed his family to retain and practiſe, were as 
plain, as they were important; level to the appre- 
henſions and capacities of perſons, unlearned in 
ſcience, and poſſeſſed of very lender furniture of 
knowledge. No principles of religion could be of 
high importance to them, but ſuch as were recom- 
mended by their perſpicuity and plainneſs. Such as 
they could ſoon underſtand, eaſily digeſt, and ren- 
der ſubſervient to practical godlineſs and virtue, 
By the influence 97 which, lincere devotedneſs to 
GOD, cultivated and teſtified by the exerciſes of 
rational and inſtituted worſhip, and a conformity 
to moral obligations, might produce the habitual 
characters of holineks, truth, righteouſneſs and 
goodneſs, the appointed and eſſential preparative 
for immortal felicity. 

In this ſcheme of religious inſtruction, no intricate 
conceits of ſpeculation, nor any matters of doubt- 
ful and wrangling debate, expoſe their forbidding 
aſpects of deformity and terror. Neither doth a 
crowded aſſemblage and throng of cumberſome 
ceremonies, introducing the empty forms, the ſu- 
perficial rites, and ſhadowy modes of ſuperſtitious 
worſhip, Af at all eſſential to the favor and. ac- 
ceptance of GO. 

1 are not the proceedings of divine providence 
and grace, reſpecting the piety and ſalvation of 
men, [conducted upon an uniform and conſiſtent 
plan? Can any principle of faith, or exerciſe of 
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obedience be abſolutely neceſſary to the favor of 
GOD, and the indiſpenſable condition of acceptance 
with him, which is ſuperior to the capacities, and 
confounds the apprehenſions of ſincere perſons, 
though placed in the meaneſt ranks of life? 

When our bleſſed Saviour was ſent to enlighten 
and reform an ignorant and vicious world, he de- 
clared this to be a certain cRITER1ON and evidence 
of his divine miſſion, ** That the rook had the goſ- 
pel preached to them; while the extraordinary 
communications of the Spirit of the LoxD, abun- 
dantly qualified him for this province.“ f The pook 
have the goſpel preached to them.” How ſtriking 
the ſentiment? How generous the confeſſion ? 
Howeminent the ſignals of humility and goodneſs,not 
to diſdain, but readily accept, and take pleaſure in 
diſcipies, recommended by humble and teachable 
minds, though of the loweſt claſs, and the feebleſt 
capacities! He ſought the glory of G OD, and not 
the vin admiration and applauſe of men! He equally 
deteſted the ignoble arts of inſulting the ignorance, 
and of practiſing upon the weakneſs and credulity 
of perſons, in the moſt interior and debaſed ſtations. 
His preaching the golpel to the poor, demonſtrated, 
that it was well adapted to their capacities, and, 
in every erticle fundamental to their happineſs, 
might be eaſily underſtood, —Thart every doctrine, 
neceſſary to ſalvation, may be expreſſed in language, 
ſuited to weak capacities. In like manner, it muſt 
be allowed, that the children in Apr an am's fami- 
ly, arrived to the years of diſcernment, and his ſer- 
vants of the loweſt claſs, had abilities ſufficient to 
diſtinguiſh, approve and practiſe, whatever was 
neceſſary to their acceptance. For in all theſe im- 

rtant affairs, an illiterate mechanic, and a la- 
borer in the fields, hath as great an intereſt depend- 
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ing, as the moſt ſagacious critic, or the profoun- 
deſt philoſopher. | 

What vaſt advantage would redound to the chriſ- 
tian world, if religion was univerſally repreſented 
in that native ſimplicity, and modeſt plainneſs, 
which conſtitute it's diſtinguiſhing and moſt amia- 
ble dignity and glory! And how delightful the prof- 
pect, if every thing was excluded from the faith 
and worſhip of chriſtians, which impartial reaſon 
cannot diſcover, nor revelation juſtify and ſupport ? 

THrikDLy, and laſtly, from what hath been advanced 

we may perceivethe propriety and expediency of ſu 
porting and encouraging thoſe methods and places 
of religious inſtruction, which are formed upon 
this excell:nt and moral plan. Which, by the wiſ- 
dom of their conſtitution ,and genuine tendency, and 
exact management, appear fitted to ſubſerve the in- 
tereſts of true religion and virtue. The importance 
of this is the more conſpicuous, when we attend to 
the general ſtate of the world, the caſe of the riſing ge- 
neneration, and of thoſe more eſpecially, who ſeem 
deſtined by providence to act in the lower condi- 
tions of ſervile dependency and laborious life. 

Every perſon, who ſincerely deſires the extenſive 
propagation and influence of religion and virtue, will 
take pleaſure in having proper occaſions, of contribu- 
ting to the ſucceſs of thoſe meaſures, which are calcu- 
lated to diſplay the glory of GOD, by promoting 
the knowledge, purity and happineſs of his fellow- 
creatures. Sentiments of humanity, and the dic- 
tates of chriſtian charity will operate, with uncom- 
mon power, in the hearts of the well diſpoſed; to 
whom a bountiful providence hath given a large fur- 
niture of ability, and influence, to carry on the re- 


formation of a degenerate age. How fair and in- 


viting the proſpect of extenſive uſefulneſs, if we 
zealouſly endeavor to direct the attention, and en- 
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gage the heart to GOD and holineſs, in that ſea- 
lon, when the mind 1s moſt ſuſceptive of good 
principles, and laſting impreſſions! How promiſ- 
ing the hopes of ſucceis, where the firſt impreſſions 
are made in favour of picty and virtue, before the 
corrupt principles and vicious examples, which 
abound, have depraved the underſtanding, and en- 
fhved the heart! While the natural diſpoſitions of 
modeſty and purity are retained, and the moral re- 
liſh is not vitiated and debauched. 

- This cauſe of wiſdom and benevolence I am now 
to plead, and would humbly recommend to your 
affectionate and bountiful regard. To this end, I 
rely on your indulgence and candor, while I report 
to you, 
The STATE of the SCHOOL, 
which you are now aſſembled to countenance and 
ſupport. 

« The foundation of this school was laid in the 
year MDCLXXXV11. in the reign of king James the 
ſecond, and upon this remarkable occaſion. One 
PovrTox,' a jeſuit, had opened a ſchool in theſe 
parts, and given public notice, that he would teach 
the children of the Poor, gratis. To prevent this 
'apparent miſchief, and give the poor an eaſy op- 
portunity of having their children brought up, in 
the proteſtant way, ſome worthy gentlemen, * then 
laid the firſt deſign of this ſchool, which hath con- 
tinued ever ſince. 

« Thenumber of ſcholars, at firſt, was forty ; af- 
terwards it increaſed to fifty, and now is a hun- 
dred and fifty.— They are here taught to read, 
write and cypher, and are inſtructed in the principles 
of religion, to qualify them for the ſervice of GOD 


and man. It may be ſaid to be the firit school. 
the proteſtant diſſenters were concerned in. Here 
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objects are received, without diſtinction of parties, 


the general good being intended. It is ſituated in 
one of the pooreſt parts about the city; and the 
children of the pooreſt fort of watermen, fiſnermen 
and others, are taught and furniſhed with bibles, 
teſtaments, catechiſms, writing and cyphering 
books, without any expence to their parents. 

« The charges have been defrayed by the gifts and 
ſubſcriptions of private perſons, —by an annual 
collection in this place, and another in the city ;— 
and, by the kind remembrance of ſome friends, in 
their laſt wills.“ 

From hence, I apprehend, it appears. That the 
original plan and general conduct of this ſchool 
correſpond with the ſcripture- account of ApRa- 
HaM's faith, piety and morals. He was devoted 
to GOD, and lived in obedience to his laws, and 
taught and commanded his family to purſue the 
ſame maxims. And is it not the avowed deſign of 
education in this ſchool to promote early piety and 
virtue? His faith in GOD, and ſubmiſſion to his 
revealed will, reflect an amiable luſtre upon his 
character ; and it is one principal view of the in- 
ſtruction you are deſired to encourage, to train up 
the children of the neceſſitous poor, in the principles 
of revealed religion, and love to the BIBLE. 

By deteſting the errors of polytheiſm, and ſuperſti- 
tion, and renouncing all communion with idolaters, 
did ABRAHAM obtain a good report, and deſerve to 
be eſteemed as a zealous REFORMER ? A character 
in modern language, truely expreſſed by that of a 
good PROTESTANT! And, you are aſſured, that this 
ſchool was originally deſigned and hath been faith- 
fully conducted, with a view to prevent the miſ- 
chievous ſpread of popERVY, and defeat the deluſive 
ſnares of AxTicuR1sT ; to counter- act and explode 
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the maxims of that fraudulent policy and formida- 
ble combination, which ſeems to be formed and 
eſtabliſhed, with a principal deſign, to raiſe a ſtruc- 
ture of idolatrous corruptions, and immoral prac- 
tices upon the foundations of ignorance, and the 
ruins of virtue; to captivate by intrigue, and enſlave 
by terror, all the wretched objects, that fall within 
the circles of their fatal influence. Now, in oppoſition 
to the ſeutiments ot falſehood and treachery which po- 
piſhinſtructions will inſpire, this ſchool is deſigned to 
eſtabliſh a rational and zealous affection to the pro- 
teſtant religion, and a loyal attachment to a pro- 
teſtant government: Which important objects ſhould 
be always kept in view, and purſued by thoſe, who 
eſteem and enjoy the invaluable bleſſings, which the 
glorious REVOLUTION introduced, and the proteſ- 
tant SUCCESSION hath fully eſtabliſhed. To contri- 
bute to the ſupport and inlarged influence of ſuch 
principles, every real patriot and conſiſtent proteſ- 
tant, ſhould be ready to exert their beſt aſſiſtance. 
And, ſuch may be aſſured, —That here no deſigns 
of party are purſued or cheriſhed. —That the vigi- 
lance and integrity of the worthy gentlemen, who 
have the direction and management of this truſt, 
will continue to prevent, a place deſigned to be a 
ſeminary of inſtruction in the principles of the pro- 
teſtant religion and liberty, from degenerating into 
a nurſery of ſedition and diſaffection: That the 
contributions of charity will never be ſacrificed to 
vanity and oſtentation; as there is not the leaſt diſ- 
poſition, to fix any diſtinguiſhing badges of a par- 
ty, or encourage the appearing in ſuch an uniform 
or livery, as it they were enliſted to ſerve the pur- 
poſes = SECT in religion, or a FACTION in the . 


And we may reaſonably hope, that ſuch meaſures 


of piety, fidelity and prudence will be obſerved 
by the immediate inſtructors, and ſuch a happy influ- 
ence 
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ence upon the paſſions and morals of the children 
maintained, as will be conducive to their own 
perſonal welfare, and the intereſt of the public. 
Again, 

Was a promiſe of peculiar bleſſings given to A- 
BRAHAM, as the reward of his integrity and zeal, in 
training up his family for GOD? And may not you, 
chriſtians, reaſonably expect ſome eminent marks of 
his approbation, in conſequence of your readineſs to 
promote the ſame good deſigns? Eſpecially, if, tothe 
regular profeſſion and practice of religion, in your 
own tamilies, you add the evidences of a generous 
concern to ditfuſe a like influence upon thoſe alſo, 
who are not under your domeſtic inſpection. 

Be perſuaded chriſtians, that all your fervent 
prayers and benevolent diſtributions, which are 
derived from a pure heart, and a good conſcience, and 


faith unfeigned, willaſcend as acceptable memorials 


before GOD.® Let your liberality on this and 
every other proper occaſion, be the effect of grati- 
tude to GOD, whoſe goodneſs is the ſource of 
your ability, and ſhould be the object of your de- 
light. From his abundant favors, you who proſ- 
er in the world, derive your capacity to imitate 
his diffuſive goodneſs. For - your various talents 
you are accountable, and a wiſe employment of 
them, will prepare - for a molt exalted reward. As 
every man therefore hath received a gift from 
GOD, even ſo miniſter the ſame, one to another, 
as good ſtewards of the manifold grace of 
G0 D.! 
Let your praiſes to GOD for the bleſſings of 
preſervation and health of the concluded year, 


, ſtrengthen your diſpolitions to compaſſion and be- 
F nevolence. Are you not preſerved for farther uſe- 
a fulneſs, while within the revolution of the pre- 
* G ceding 


* ACTS x. 2— 4, 30, 31. 3 1PIT, iv. 10. 
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ceding year, the capacities of innumerable others, 

or every good work of faith, and labour of love, 
and preparation for eternity, were unalterably deter- 
mined.—Continue to exert this benevolent influence, 
while the ſeaſons of doing good remain. And may 
you have the happineſs to behold the good effects of 
your piety and goodneſs, in the increaſing purity 
and felicitating joy of your own ſouls! In the duti- 
fulneſs and growing virtue of your children, and 
the fidelity of your ſervants—In the proſperity of 
your worldly intereſts, and the brightening hopes of 
your future rewards | 

But is it neceſſary, I ſhould addreſs a variety of 
arguments and earneſt entreaties to perſons, who 
are well apprized of their duty, and their encou- 
raging proſpects ?—Youare, I truſt, now aſſembled 
with a kind deſign to exhibit the teſtimonies of 
your being prepared to this good work, Indulge 
then the generous ſentiments of humanity, com- 
paſſion and benevolence, and rejoice in the hopes of 
a ſublime and glorious recompence. * 

Anticipate with joy the honours of that glorious 
day, when the righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the ſun 
in the kingdom of their FaTatr, . When they 
that are wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
firmament, and they who turn many to righteouſ- 
neſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever. ! 

In that bliſsful ſeaſon, every exerciſe of fervent 
piety, every habit of moral purity, and every act 
of generous goodneſs, will ſpread a brighterluſtre, 
and place more ſplendid jewels on your crown. 

Let your faith in the word of GOD, like the 
faith of ABRaHam, give demonſtrative evidence 
to things unſeen, and animate your hopes with the 
flobleſtelevations, ® Let your vigorous affections and 
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intenſe deſires, pierce through the interpoſing wil 
of time and ſenſe, and fix on the objects of ſupreme 
happineſs, in the preſence of GOD. —Behold, 
chriſtians, the opening heavens diſcloſe a glorious 
ſcene !—See! TJzsvs, the bleſſed redeemer, the au- 
thor, the pattern, and the rewarder of your faith 
deſcends! * He comes to be glorified in his ſaints, 
and to be admired in all them who believe.“ He 
comes to dignify, applaud and bleſs you. What 
glowing rapture muſt fill your heart, while his gra- 
cious eye enlivens your joy, and his propitious 
lips pronounce your plaudit, and aſcertain your 
eternal reward. © Faithful ſervants of GOD, 
well done!—Whatſoever ye have done to the 
leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto me! 
Come ye bleſſed of my FarnER, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” ? 

Inexpreſſible honours and tranſcendent reward! 
May this be your happineſs! May it alſo be mine, 
to be adorned with theſe honours, and ſhare in this 
bleſſedneſs ! Which G OD of his infinite mercy 


grant through Jesvs Cxr1sT our Lord. Amen. 
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